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Pastor’s Column

Celebrating and Living the Paschal Mystery

Today we celebrate Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord and begin Holy
Week. This week is the most sacred and the most important week of our
liturgical year.

Through a continuous series of liturgies, we celebrate the suffering, death,
and resurrection of Jesus and the union of our daily sufferings, deaths, and
resurrections to His. In this union we find the heart and foundation of our
faith as Christians—the Paschal Mystery.

In the Paschal Mystery, we are mindful that the suffering, death, and
resurrection of Jesus continues to bring salvation to the world in and through
our lives, through the willful union of our lives to His.

As we begin this Holy Week, | recommend and encourage you to read this
book in the near future: The Jesus | Never Knew by Philip Yancey. This
book will give you a fresh perspective on Jesus and make you think of Him
in ways that will be new to you.

All of the thoughts that follow are taken from Yancey’s book and
specifically from Chapter 10, Death: The Final Week.

Not only is the resurrection central to our faith, but also the death of Jesus is
central! Death is not just the way leading to resurrection, but the death of
Jesus is a focal point for our faith in and of itself. Our God allowed God to
be killed. We have a God who, at a certain point in our human, planet Earth
history, died! What is the meaning of this in terms of our faith?

Yancey says, “Of the biographies | have read, few devote more than ten
percent of their pages to the subject’s death—including biographies of men
like Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi, who died violent and
politically significant deaths. The Gospels, though, devote nearly a third of
their length to the climactic last week of Jesus’ life. Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John saw death as the central mystery of Jesus.”

What does this centrality of the death of Jesus teach us? “In a sense, the
paired thieves present the choice that all history has had to decide about the
Cross.

Do we look at Jesus’ powerlessness as an example of God’s impotence or as
a proof of God’s love?

The Romans, bred on power deities like Jupiter, could recognize little
godlikeness in a crumpled corpse hanging on a tree.

Devout Jews, bred on stories of a power Jehovah, saw little to be admired in
this god who died in weakness and in shame.

The cross redefines God as One who was willing to relinquish power for the
sake of love.

Jesus became, in Dorothy Solle’s phrase, ‘God’s unilateral disarmament.’

Power, no matter how well intentioned, tends to cause suffering. Love, being
vulnerable, absorbs it. In a point of convergence on a hill called Calvary,
God renounced the one for the sake of the other.”

The challenge of faith for us, in our day, is to follow the example of Jesus
who in His humanity and divinity has shown us the way to eradicate evil

from our world.
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