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December  25,  2005 
 
Dear  S i s te r s  and Bro ther s  i n  Chr i s t ,  
 
I t  i s  a  p leasu re  fo r  me to  wr i t e  you  th i s  Chr i s tmas  wi th  t he  good news  tha t  ou r  
e f fo r t s  ove r  t he  pas t  year  have  made a  pos i t i ve  d i f f e rence  in  t he  fu tu re  o f  t he  
Church o f  S t .  Thomas  More!  
 
As  you  know,  pe r iod ica l l y  we prov ide  campaign upda tes  i n  an  e f fo r t  t o  i n fo rm  
ou r  par i sh ioner s  o f  t he  la tes t  deve lopmen t s  i n  ou r  campus  bu i ld  ou t .  I  addressed 
a l l  t he  Masses  regard ing  ou r  cu r ren t  campaign  s ta tu s  on  the  weekend o f  Oc tober  
30,  2005.  Th i s  l e t t e r  h igh l igh t s  t ha t  address ,  a long wi th  some recen t  upda tes .  
 
F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  THANK YOU to  a l l  who have  made p ledges  and g i f t s  to  br ing  us  to  
$5.3 mi l l ion  a t  t h i s  po in t !  S ince  our  S tewardsh ip  book le t  ma i l i ng  in  Oc tober ,  we  
have a l ready  seen  an  inc rease  in  suppor t  o f  ou r  bu i ld ing  fund ,  memor ia l  g i f t s ,  
and opera t iona l  dona t ions ,  a l l  o f  wh ich  a re  essen t ia l  to  ou r  success .  
 
Recen t l y  a  dec i s ion  was  made to  pay o f f  t he  f i ve  ac re  ad jacen t  land  parce l  so  as  
no t  to  pay in te res t  on  tha t  loan  f rom the  D iocese .  Tha t  paymen t  was  made the  end 
o f  Augus t  fo r  approx ima te ly  $600,000,  and now the  land i s  our s !  Of  s ign i f i can t  
impor tance  to  the  par i sh ,  t he  land  wi l l  p rov ide  much  needed add i t iona l  park ing  
fo r  wor sh ip  se rv i ces ,  as  we l l  as  la rger  p lay ing  f ie lds  fo r  ou r  fu tu re  schoo l .   
 
Our  p ro jec t ions ,  based on  p ledges  and g i f t s ,  i nd ica te  tha t  we  wi l l  be  ab le  to  
b reak  g round and bu i ld  the  new Church ,  Be l l  Tower ,  and founda t ion fo r  t he  Da i l y  
Chape l  ear l y  in  2008.  Tha t  i s  j u s t  two year s  f rom now!  Much p lann ing  i s  a l ready  
in  progress  to  make  tha t  a  rea l i t y .  
 
I t  i s  impor tan t  to  remember ,  and I  wan t  to  s t re s s  again ,  tha t  we  a re  in  t he  f i r s t  
phase  o f  t h i s  campaign .  We a l so  have  the  Da i l y  Chape l  and Memor ia l  Area ,  
Par i sh  Of f i ces/You th  Cen te r ,  p r io r  deb t  and the  Secondary  Educa t ion  In i t ia t i ve  to  
comp le te  in  t h i s  campaign .  
 
The  good news  i s  t ha t  ou r  deb t  f rom the  p rev ious  campaign  i s  s t i l l  par t  o f  an  
in te res t  f ree  loan.  A por t ion o f  t he  prev ious  campaign  encompassed the  re la ted   
in f ras t ruc tu re  cos t s  o f  ou r  Pa r i sh  Campus,  wh ich saves  us  f rom h igher  cos t s  now 
on  the  ge t t i ng  per ime te r  g rad ing ,  s lopes ,  s t ree t s ,  sewers  and c i t y  pe rmi t s  fo r  those  
i t ems .  Tha t  has  a l l  been  done.    
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When we v i s i t ed  the  D iocese  a  year  ago to  d i scus s  ou r  p lans ,  some though t  $8.5  
mi l l i on  was  too  h igh a  f igu re  fo r  t he  Church  por t ion  o f  ou r  campaign.  Th i s  year ,  
due  to  esca la t i ng  bu i ld ing  cos t s ,  t hey  though t  i t  migh t  be  too  low.  Severa l  
ne ighbor ing  Church ’ s  a re  bu i ld ing  now and f i nd  the i r  cos t s  i n  l i ne  w i th  us ,  i n  
addi t ion  to  t he  ex t ra  s ta r t  up  cos t s  as soc ia ted wi th  in f ras t ruc tu re  i s sues .  Our  
p ro jec t ions ,  pu rpose ly  made fo r  bu i ld  ou t  i n  t he  fu tu re ,  a re  r igh t  on  ta rge t .  
 
Our  par i sh  o f  s l igh t l y  over  1 ,000 reg i s t e red  househo lds  has  done  an  incred ib le  
job  in  t he  las t  year  o f  ra i s ing  $4.1  mi l l ion  in  new money .  When combined wi th   
$1.2  mi l l ion  f rom prev ious  dona t ions  to  t h i s  e f fo r t ,  ou r  to ta l  i s  a t  $5.3  mi l l i on !   
 
We have  77% o f  our  par i sh  re spond ing to  he lp  make  th i s  campaign a  success !  We 
are  thank fu l  to  a l l  who have  a l ready responded,  and a l so  fo r  your  con t inued 
suppor t .  I  encourage anyone  who has  no t  s t epped forward  to  p lease  cons ide r  a  
p ledge a t  t h i s  t ime  and he lp  us  ge t  to  100% par i sh  par t i c ipa t ion .  Now i s  t he  t ime!  
 
Momen tum i s  key .  We need to  keep mov ing  fo rward  and to  renew our  p ledges  a t  
t he  t ime l ine  we se lec ted.  A l l  o f  ou r  p ro jec t ions  a re  based on  th i s  con t inued 
suppor t .  A l so ,  many  thanks  to  a l l  o f  t he  new par i sh ioner s  who have  a l ready  come 
fo rward  to  suppor t  t h i s  campaign!  We are  b les sed to  be  par t  o f  such  a  ded ica ted  
Fa i th  Commun i ty .  
 
H i s to ry  has  shown tha t  as  soon  as  the  Church  bu i ld ing  beg ins  cons t ruc t ion,  we 
wi l l  beg in  to  see  an inc rease  in  par i sh  reg i s t ra t ions .  New member s  w i l l  be  jo in ing  
the  ranks  o f  cu r ren t  members  and he lp  us  comple te  the  bu i ld  ou t  o f  t he  Par i sh  
Campus  and to  con t inue  our  mos t  impor tan t  min i s t e r ia l  work !  
 
Wi th  God’ s  he lp  and the  con t inued suppor t  o f  t h i s  v ib ran t  commun i ty ,  we  can and 
we wi l l  f u l f i l l  t he  Mis s ion  o f  S t .  Thomas  More :  

 

To  wor sh ip  God,  teach  and l i ve  the  Gospe l  o f  Jesus  Chr i s t  
and se rve  H i s  peop le  in  word and deed.  

 
On beha l f  o f  ou r  Pas tor ,  F r .  Mike  Ra ta jczak and a l l  t he  ded ica ted peop le  invo l ved 
wi th  t h i s  Cap i ta l  Campaign,  we thank  you  aga in  fo r  your  p rayer s  and suppor t .    
 
God’ s  B les s ings  and Mer ry  Chr i s tmas !  
 
B i l l  Ip sen  
Capi ta l  Campaign Cha i rper son  


